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As in earlier volumes, in this year-2001 issue of The Journal of Faith and Science Ex-
change, we proudly feature some of the best work of up-and-coming scholars who work at the
interface of religion and science. They hail from ten schools and programs and do their primary
research in several scientific and theological fields. The fifteen papers authored by graduate
students have been recommended by their faculty mentors, first of all. These mentors conprise
this year's Editorial Panel. The papers were then reviewed by a internationally recognized
panel of scholars beyond the Boston Theological Institute. Three of these papers were awarded
Publishing Prizes as outstanding contributions to this field of inquiry.
Interleaved with these essays, we feature several papers by senior scholars: ethicist James
Nash, physicist Paul Carr, neuroepidemiologist Olaf Dammann. science historian Muzaffar
Iqbal, and theologians Lucio Florio and Kurt Anders Richardson.
A paper on healing and medicine by research physician Olaf Dammann opens this volume
with a study of the healing powers of water. This is followed by three papers in the field of
medical ethics written by students in the Certificate Program in Science and Religion,*
Konstantinos Symeonides. Judit Gellerd, and Makarios Griniezakis. Using the lens of
Native American religious ethics, Stephanie St. Pierre critiques the societal and spiritual in-
fluence of biotechnology.
Three authors contribute to the field of theological cosmology. Cheryl G«net examines the
potential of complex-systems approaches and process thought to help produce a modernized
cosmology with wide appeal. Stephen Henry looks at how physicist Ilya Prigogine might
address some of the questions posed to physical scientists by Wolfhart Pannenberg. Frank
Villa presents Kepler and Teilhard as models of scientist-theologians who produced scientifi-
cally-informed theological cosmologies that served well in their own historical context.
Muzaffar Iqbal gives a careful corrective to the nineteenth-century Orientalist bias found
in many analyses of the contributions of Islamic scientists to the scientific corpus.
Following this historical study come five essays in the area of ecology and environmental
ethics. Paul Carr and Kurt Richardson write about water's ritual and sacramental properties.
James Nash outlines foundational moral norms for remedial action on New England's waters.
Tovis Page makes the case that the consecration of namral sites, as Walden Pond was conse-
crated by Thoreau. opens the door to fresh insights in the study of religion and ecology. With a
view toward equity in bearing the burdens of expected climate change, Pablo Suarez presents
an appeal to the religious community to advocate for adaptive measures to reduce the impacts
of the flood events that will, in all probability, affect the greater Boston area.
Three authors consider epistemological themes. Gregory Maslowe opens this section
with the proposal that enactionism might be a fiaiitflil alternative to critical realism for the
science-and-religion dialogues. Elizabeth Patton revisits the work of nineteenth-century
philosopher Charles Sanders Peirce. whose voice ought to be better known in contemporary
science-and-religion discussions, in which the assurance ofrigid certainty ought not be a goal.
Lynn Labs makes the case that non-rational thought is important to both scientific and reli-
gious seekers.
* See p. 6
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The environmental crisis leads Lucio Florio to consider the unique role ofhuman beings in
the universe—filling the role of God"s vicars in Creation, rather than lords with mastery over
it. Russell Genet explains the inadequacy of sociobiological explanations of human altruism
in large groups, numbering in the thousands and millions. At a time when biotechnological
advances invite constant reassessment ofhumanness. Iljoon Park suggests that the concept of
"betweenness" in Confucian thought is helpful in understanding human morality in the sci-
ence-and-religion context. This topic is rouded off by Leon Turner, who argues that the con-
ceptualization of personhood by psychology and by theology are not so far apart, after all.
The Boston Theological Institute and the International Center for Faith and Science Ex-
change share a commitment to science-and-religion methods of leaming about the world and
about human and divine nature. Expanding the dialogues of this inquiry to include new voices,
especially the voices of young scholars with innovative approaches and ideas, is the mission of
the editors of The Journal ofFaith and Science Exchange. This issue confirms our mission and
builds upon a tradition of fine scholarship.
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